
residents take in maintaining that level of care for our homes. 
Please keep up the great work!! 
 
I have recently been contacted by CRF Communities 
regarding an upcoming seniors LEGO construction 
competition. This is to be a jointly run event by Legoland 
and CRF. The organizers are looking for one team from each 
CRF community to enter the competition. The qualifying 
round will be held in October of this year, with the final 
competition being held at Legoland in December of this year. 
So, with all the talented people that we have here, I am very 
confident that we could field a very competent team. More 
details will follow as the plans are finalized. 
 
Please add the yellow page included in this newsletter 
into your HOA By-Laws as a replacement for page 5.  
 
One last item for this month concerns the speed limit here at 
Four Lakes. I know that 17 MPH is an odd speed limit, but it 
is the posted speed limit. I would like more of us to pay 
attention to it. Please consider that another way to enforce 
the limit would be the installation of speed bumps. I don’t 
think that any of us would be very happy with that solution.  
 
Thank you all for the growing support of our HOA. 
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Four Lakes Home Owners Association 
Board Meeting 

Thursday, May 10, 7 p.m. 
Everyone is Welcome! President’s Remarks 

Mark E. Miesmer 
 
The year 2012 is racing by, and we are seeing many of 
our winter residents leaving already. The “Bon Voyage” 
party has come and gone and was well attended and 
immensely enjoyable. Although we will soon become a 
“smaller” community, there is still much to do and much 
to accomplish. The HOA Board has formed committees to 
concentrate on the areas of concern deemed most crucial. 
For example, the operation of the front gate, the updating 
of the fitness center and the replacement of the game 
room chairs and tables. These committees may be 
contacting you and asking for suggestions regarding these 
areas of concern. Please take the time to give your 
suggestions and comments if you are contacted. If not 
contacted, please feel free to drop off any comments at 
the HOA office. We are absolutely interested in hearing 
any suggestions from our residents. 
 
As spring has come and will soon leave, so has the time 
for spring cleaning. I am glad to see that so many of us 
have taken the time to spruce-up our homes  
with pressure washing, new plantings, etc. Four Lakes 
Golf Club is a special community and it is very 
heartwarming to see the pride that so many of our 

HOA Board of Directors 2012/2013: 
Mark Miesmer , President 
 <mmiesmer@yahoo.com>     268-8822 
Mario Belgiorno, Vice-president 
 <msbelgiorno@yahoo.com>     875-3406 
Mike Kidder , Secretary           
 <mkidder@securitymortgage1.com>  875-4944 
Jack Schroeder, Treasurer 
 <jschroeder16@tampabay.rr.com>   662-4725 
Debbie Younger, Newsletter chair 
 <Younger.debbie@yahoo.com>   832-275-7900 
Kirk Miesmer, FMO Liaison 
 <kirkmiesmer@yahoo.com>    875-3065 
Ed Murphy , Membership 
 <ejm51@live.com>      541-941-3107 
Jim Akers, Operations & Assets Manager 
 <Akers85@aol.com>     217-840-4502 
Jack Monson, Public Information Manager 
 <Jmonson3@tampabay.rr.com>    875-5017 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Newsletter editor: Mary Grindol     
 <mgrindol@tampabay.rr.com>      
May 15 through October 11, 2013       231-585-7455 
October 20, 2011 through May 6, 2012     401-9178 



Treasurer’s Report 
Jack Schroeder 
 
Here we are in the fourth month of our 
fiscal year, and my second month as 
Treasurer.  Things are really beginning to 
come together and I am enjoying my job. Remember, I 
am here for you, so please feel free to contact me with 
any issues or concerns.   
 
Monetary Report 
 
As of April 22, 2012, HOA has $3,591 in the checkbook, 
$42,673 in savings, and $50,145 in legal reserve.  Your 
Board is evaluating where they may spend some portion 
of your cash in order to benefit the entire Four Lakes 
community.  If you have any ideas that would benefit the 
community as a whole, please let any of your Board 
members know and we will take it under consideration.. 
 
For the current month of April, revenues are $294 for 
Cinema House, $101 for recycling, and $155 for new 
members.  Expenditures for the same period were $1,233 
for Newsletter printing, $75 for updating of web page, 
$56 for office supplies, and $146 for telephone.  As of 
April 22, 2012, HOA membership is 397. 
 
If you are leaving and heading north in the near future, 
please have a safe trip, and we will look forward to 
seeing you upon your return.   
 
Until next month, thank you, 
 
Jack 
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Computer Room 
From Bob Johnson 
 
Hi All,  
 
Maintaining the Computer Room 
equipment is relatively easy, and with the upgraded 
equipment it is relatively painless. However, 
maintaining the Internet wireless throughout the 
Clubhouse can be a challenge at times. The available 
Internet wireless is provided to us by the Home Owners 
Association along with the wireless router installed with 
a battery back-up system. This is where my team steps 
into play when the 911 call comes in, “No Internet! 
When will it be fixed?” I can respond and with the aid of 
Kirk Miesmer and Ray Merle, we are able to restore 
service, usually within an hour. So, the next time you 
see Kirk or Ray, please tell them thank you. 
 
I am often asked (referring to donated computers), “Do 
you wipe the hard drive clean?” Of which the answer is 
always yes. Hard drives (HDD) are the only part of a 
computer where data is stored. Prior to any HDD 
leaving my possession, it is destroyed (removal of the 
PCB and smashed with a #3 hammer) or reformatted, if 
considered usable.  It is then reused. There are two types 
of reformatting; the quick format and the full format. 
Here is the difference: the quick format only removes 
the mapping of the data location and data still remains. 
However, the full format removes all the mapping and 
overwrites every HDD sector, destroying all data. I 
always perform the full format. 
 
Is surfing the net healthy? According to UCLA 
research it is. They found by using MRI scans that 
middle-aged and older adults with little Internet 
experience could trigger brain centers that control 
decision-making and complex reasoning after a week of 
surfing. “Engaging the mind can help older brains 
maintain healthy functioning,” says Cynthia R. Green, 
Ph.D., author of 30 Days to Total Brain Health.  
 
Happy surfing to all, 
Bob Johnson 
863-294-5181, 2907 Shoal Creek Pl. 

Please remember to place a basket by your door 
for Four Lakes mail.  By law, HOA (and your 
friends) cannot place notes in your mailbox! 
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lives in the walls of the station, tending to the clocks 
when he discovers a secret left by his father.  He 
unlocks a mystery and embarks on a quest that will 
take him on a thrilling journey.  Come along for the 
ride. 
 
Sun., May 27, Tues., May 29, Thurs., May 31 
Tower Heist    PG-13   105 Minutes 
Ben Stiller and Eddie Murphy lead an all-star cast in 
this hilarious comedy caper about a luxury condo 
manager (Stiller) who leads a staff of workers to seek 
payback on the Wall Street swindler (Alan Alda) who 
defrauded them. They enlist the help of petty crook 
Slide (Murphy) to steal the $20 million they’re sure is 
hidden in Alda’s penthouse.  This film is fun and 
entertaining! 

Cinema House 
From Sonia and Ed Overstreet 
 
 
May Schedule 

 
Sun., April 29, Tues., May 1, Thurs., May 3 
The Iron Lady   PG-13   105 Minutes 
Meryl Streep won an Academy Award for Best Actress in 
her role as Margaret Thatcher, the first and only female 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.  She was a 
“common” grocer’s daughter whose ambition and steel will 
– along with the love and support of her husband - propelled 
her to  power in a world dominated by men. 
 
Sun., May 6, Tues., May 8,  
My Week With Marilyn  R   99 Minutes 
Michelle Williams (Marilyn Monroe) and Kenneth Branagh 
(Sir Laurence Olivier) were both nominated for Academy 
Awards in this film.  The film takes place in London while 
Marilyn is shooting The Prince and the Showgirl and covers 
one week when Marilyn’s new husband, playwright Arthur 
Miller, makes a brief trip to Paris. She is befriended by an 
ambitious 23 year old  star-struck  assistant (Colin Clark) on 
the set who introduces her to the world outside of 
Hollywood fame.  Based on the true story by Clark in which 
Marilyn opens herself up to a stranger and finds in him, a 
confidant and an ally. 
 
Thurs., May 10 – No Movie – HOA Meeting 
 

May’s Free Concert Video 
(In the Cinema House) Wed., May 16th at 7:00 pm 

Yanni – Live at the Acropolis 
With the London Philharmonic Concert Orchestra 

Filmed Sept., 23, 1992 - 14 Songs – 95 Minutes 
 

Sun., May 13, Tues., May 15, Thurs., May 17 
Mission Impossible:Ghost Protocol  PG13   132 Minutes 
Tom Cruise has never been better in this best of all Mission 
Impossible movies. His elite team go underground after a 
bombing of the Kremlin implicates the agency's name. The 
team uncovers a plot to start a nuclear war. To save the 
world they must use every high-tech trick in the book. The 
mission has never been more real, more dangerous or more 
impossible. 
 
Sun., May 20, Tues., May 22, Thurs., May 24 
Hugo     PG    126 Minutes 
Nominated for eleven Academy Awards Hugo tied with The 
Artist winning five awards.  This film is a magical world of 
spectacular adventure!  Hugo is a resourceful orphan who 

Volunteers are needed for Cinema House 
concessions sales and for operator duties.   

Sign up and/or call Ed Overstreet for 
training at 295-9257.  

DVDs are available for loan at  
Jackpot and Coffee Talk 

TOPS Meets Weekly through Summer 
 
TOPS Chapter FL #755 will continue to meet 
weekly throughout the summer months on Thursdays 
in the Great Room at 9 a.m. Weigh-in is from 8:15 - 
8:45 a.m.  New and returning members are always 
welcome, whether your desire is to just look better in 
a swim suit or whether you need to really change 
your lifestyle for health reasons.  Our programs and 
contests will support you in your efforts in any case. 
 
For more information this summer, contact Chapter 
Co-leader Linda Scanlon at 293-1828 and/or check 
out the TOPS, Inc. website at http://www.tops.org. 
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Habitat for Humanity 
From Sam Reimert 
 
We all like special sales, right?  Well, 
the ReStore is having one from May 7th 
through 19th.  You will receive 25% off on doors, 
furniture, appliances, and windows and 50% off on 
anything else throughout the store.  I know that I 
mention this frequently, but Pam Taylor, ReStore 
Manager, and Suzanne McMillan, Asst. Manager, are 
truly grateful for your donations.  Pick-up days are 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, so call 292-2256 to schedule 
your pick-up.  
 
Pam also asked me to remind you to check out our user-
friendly website, habitateastpolk.org, where you can 
view items in the store.  The website is updated 
frequently and you never know what you might find.    
 
As always, we have builds going on – one at 207 E.  
F Street, Frostproof; one at 2368 Carriage Drive, Lake 
Wales; and one at 33 Blackjack Avenue, Frostproof.  
Please call Joanne Borden at 292-2256, ext. 7009, to 
find out where and when your time and talents will be 
needed. 
 
On Friday, May 18th, we will hold a Dedication 
Ceremony at 6:00 p.m. for house #109 located at 838 
Ave R, NE, Winter Haven.  This home was built for a 
special lady who is raising three grandchildren.  These 
ceremonies are very special events.  Most of our new 
homeowners never thought they could own a home of 
their own and the realization of a dream coming true can 
cause emotions to come to the surface.  It truly makes 
me feel so lucky to be able to have a home of my own 
and not take it for granted. 
 
On Thursday, April 19th, we held our Annual 
Application Night when over 300 people called in to 
reserve a space.  I can’t even imagine how many of 
those applicants will actually qualify.  It should be very 
interesting when I get through the preliminary stage of 
checking each and every application.  If I seem confused 
more than usual, it’s because I have numbers, names and 
qualifications running through my brain. 
 
We at Habitat for Humanity of East Polk County, Inc. 
wish all of you God’s blessings and pray for a safe 
journey back north to all our winter residents.  We look 
forward to your return in the Fall. 

Fish N Friends 
Submitted by Secretary  
Carol Fassett 
 
Hello, all you fishing 
enthusiasts. Would you like to 
catch a big bass real close to 

home? There are some right here in our ponds on the 
golf course. Note that fishing in the ponds should be 
catch-and-release only.  And watch out for gators and 
golfers. John Palm reported that he recently caught two 
five-pounders and one over eight pounds in the pond at 
the 18th hole, all on the same day. Way to go, John! 
 
John also took several club members on a boat trip in 
Tampa Bay. Everyone caught fish including a 30” 
Spanish Mackerel by Ron Falzarano.  Paul Fournier had 
an exciting story about the “big one” that got away. A 
great time was had by all. 
 
The club recently topped off our year with 37 members 
attending a great dinner at the Classic Buffet. Nice to 
see so many of you were able to join us. 
 
We would like to recognize and thank our “Sunshine 
Lady,” Judy Halstead, for sending all the cards & notes 
to our members when they are ill or in need of cheer. 
Good job, Judy. 
 
John Palm and Ron Falzarano will represent Fish N 
Friends at the wreath laying ceremony at the Rolling 
Hills Cemetery on Memorial Day. 
 
Many of our members are heading north for the 
summer. Any of you who will be staying here at Four 
Lakes, please contact Ron Falzarano at 401-8176  if you 
are interested in getting together to fish or picnic during 
the summer months. 
 
The next regular meeting will be October 18 at  
4:30 p.m. 
 
Everyone have a good, safe summer and keep on 
fishing. 
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(Left) Men’s Nine-Hole 
Team 
Back Row: John Younger, 
Bob Klein, Larry 
Leffingwell, John Gaylor, 
Gary Coram, Peter Jones, 
and Bob Verden 
Front Row: Joel Fleishman, 
Jimmy Gault, and Dave 
Carr. 
Absent: Bill Ward & John 
Speer. 

Women’s Nine Hole Team (right) 
Back: Ginny Wenner, Peg 
Johnson, Donna Bragdon, Denise 
Burns, Linda Coram, Pam 
Merrifield  Front: Sonya Marsh, 
Anne McDonald, Lee 
Himmelsbach, Karen Mauriello, 
Nancy Marlette, & Betty Carr.   
Absent: Maryann Coddington 

Men Take Trophies in both the Nine- Hole and 18-Hole Laker Cup Competitions 
 
Congratulations to both of the men’s teams who were the winners April 13th, 14th and 15th and are proud to say 
that they hold the Laker Cups for, at least, this year. 
 
Men’s nine-hole Team Captain Dave Carr thanked the Ladies Nine Hole President Peg Johnson and all the ladies 
on her team who helped to make this such an enjoyable event.  He also extended a big thank you to everyone who 
assisted in any way. 
 
Men’s 18-Hole Team Captain Jack Benson and his team retained their trophy, having won it last year.  Ronnie 
Craft captained the Women’s 18-Hole Golf team that fought valiantly to win back the cup after last year’s loss. 
 
The Laker Cup is an annual tournament at Four Lakes Golf Club that dates back to 2001.  It pits the champions and 
their teams from the men’s and women’s leagues.  The best against the best!  The trophy has been traded between 
the sexes regularly, and usually brings out fierce competition and cheering galleries of spectators. 
 
Thank you to all who played, helped, and cheered.   

For more pictures, see the next page. 
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18-Hole Men’s League, Laker Cup Trophy Winners 

Golf Committee 
 
The newly-formed Golf Tournament 
Committee has scheduled a tournament for 

Thursday, June 21st at 8 a.m.  Lunch, consisting of 
grilled hot dogs, potato chips, and soda will be included, 
the fee to be determined at a later date.  There will be 
prizes plus a 50/25/25.  Tournament sign-up starts June 
11th at 7 a.m. in the Pro-Shop.  Cut off date is June 15th.  
Tournament Committee members are Bob Borrelli, 
Kathi McFerrin, Peg Johnson, and George Waterman. 

At the last meeting of the Golf Committee on April 10, 
Bruce Cumming stated that the erosion and pipes would 
be fixed in May. He was asked about marking ground 
under repair and he answered that this should be 
handled by the different leagues.  Bruce also asked for 
patience until the Bermuda grass takes over.  Tee 
placements were discussed.  Tee leveling will not occur 
this year. 
 
The next meeting of the Golf Committee will be on 
Tuesday, May 8th at 4:30 p.m. in the Craft Room. 

18-Hole Women’s League 
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From Bob Johnson, Co-Director, Four Lakes Bingo 
 
We, as with most communities, alter our winter Bingo 
schedule with the lower summer attendance experienced 
by all activities after the snowbirds fly back north. Our 
Saturday Great Room Bingo sessions will be 
discontinued after May until the following January. 
  
Along with the obvious reason stated above, we also 
have Bingo Operators which will be gone all or part of 
the summer.  Therefore, we are understaffed!  But, you 
say, you still have four operators remaining? Yes, we do, 
but two operators are not available on the first 
Wednesday of each month and we cannot ask an 
operator to run Bingo more than once a month. After all, 
they also have lives other than Bingo. With that said, We 
need more Bingo Operators! 
 
On behalf of the volunteer staff, I want to thank all the 
players. Without the players, there would be no Bingo! 
So, come on and play, we love giving away Money!  
Hope to see everyone soon. 
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Four Lakes Veterans 
Organization 
Submitted by Bill Burns,  
Communications Officer 
 
At the last meeting, the officers were 
sworn in for this year.  It was also a social and pizza was 
served.  The food was terrific and everyone had a great 
time.  Thanks to all the volunteers that made the social 
possible. 
 
Plans are in full swing for this year’s annual Memorial 
Day Picnic.  Please plan to join us on Monday, May 28th 
in the Great Room.  Doors will open at High Noon and a 
picnic lunch will be served at 12:30 p.m.  Fun, Food, 
50/25/25, BYOB and Cash Bar, Great Music, and all 
for only $7.00 per person.  Tickets will be on sale at 
Jackpot on May 7th and 14th and at Coffee Talk on May 
8th and 15th, or until sold out. Get yours early and don't 
be left out of this tribute to those who gave so much to 
all of us. If you have any questions, you may contact 
Larry and Sharon Schlosser, 299-7056, or Rick and 
Nancy Julian, 292-9627.  
 
The FLVO Auxiliary would like to thank Four Lakers 
for your generosity in helping make our first event a 
success on Carport Sales weekend. You baked all those 
delicious goodies and then you bought them. The 
donated items for the white elephant sale were also a big 
hit.  Also, thanks to you, our hot dog lunch sales were a 
huge success.  Without all of you, the Auxiliary could 
not have done it. Our Four Lakes friends are truly 
appreciated for all they do to help organizations like the 
FLVO and its Auxiliary. 
  
The FLVO Auxiliary meets the 1st Thursday of each 
month at 3:30 in the Cinema House.  We invite all 
FLVO Associate Members (spouses and widows of 
Veterans) to come and join us.  
 

Watering Schedule 
 
If your address is 
even-numbered, you 
may water on 
Thursday and 
Sunday. 
 
If your address is 
odd-numbered, you may water on 
Wednesday and Saturday. 
 
As always, water before 10 a.m. or after  
4 p.m.  Hand-watering for landscape 
flowers, etc. is allowed any time. 
 

More info at:  
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/ 
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 3rd place: Gary and Shira Becker 
 4th place:  Charlie and Linda Wills 
 
In addition to congratulations, we also have pictures of the 
winners of all four flights: 

Talent Show: Although we have said goodbye to some of 
our “talented” winter residents, we hope that the past 
great weather Up North finds them returning to flowers in 
bloom. For those of us still here, also in bloom are the 
plans for next year’s talent show. Corrine Waterman has 
been elected to put her directing and producing skills to 
work once again. Corrine has already enlisted some of our 
part-time residents to sign up before they left for home. 
She encourages anyone wishing to participate to contact 
her at 294-5163. Early and on-going planning will ensure 
a great show! So please consider sharing your 
entertainment abilities with our Four Lakes residents on 
March 8th and 9th, 2013. 
 
The next Charities Meeting will be Tuesday, May 29th 
in the Great Room at 1:00 p.m.   Refreshments are 
served following the meeting.  All ideas and 
suggestions are encouraged so…  Please Join Us!  

Four Lakes Charities Association 

 
Submitted by Linda McCormick 
 
Election:  The Charities Association annual elections 
took place on March 27th at the general meeting. The 
2012/2013 members voted into office are as follows: 
 President:  Joyce Smith                                                      
 Vice-president: Ann Colotti       
 Secretary:  Libby White        
 Treasurer:  Carol Geddes 
New members elected to the board were: Linda 
Scanlon, Judy Strick and Elaine Clorland. 
 
We would like to thank the out-going board members: 
Bunny McHale, Barb DeMatte and Corrine Waterman 
for all their dedication and time given to the Charities 
association.    
 
A big expression of gratitude goes to our past-president 
Pearl Richter for an outstanding job throughout her 
term. Pearl will remain on the board as “ex-officio.”  
These members were invaluable to the organization and 
deserve so many thank yous! 
 
Donations to Polk County Organizations: 
As our fiscal year ends for Charities we would like to 
report our annual disbursements: 
 Anchor House       $1500.00 
 Habitat for Humanity       500.00 
 Peace River       1000.00 
 The Missions      2000.00 
 Senior Orphans      4100.68 
 W.H. Street Angels     2000.00 
 Women's Resource Center  1000.00 
 Wahneta School     1511.47 
 Grand Total        $13612.15 
 
Thank you to all Four Lakers who supported and 
attended the many functions that enabled us to help so 
many as a result. 
 
Gator Classic: My apologies for the omission of the 
4th flight winners in the Gator Classic. They were: 
 1st place:  Roger and Diane Danforth 
 2nd place: Brian Carter and Kathy Brucke 

We Care We Serve We Share 



Sociables of Four Lakes 
 

Party Committee  
Submitted by D-Corrine Waterman, 
Coordinator 
 
Our Fiesta Party saying Farewell to our winter residents 
was held Sat. April 14th.  The Great Room was decorated 
with sombreros, serapes, chili peppers and cactus.  The 
tables were set with different colored tablecloths, with 
centerpieces of live cactus in a margarita glass set on a tray 
shaped like a sombrero or chili pepper.  The Party 
Coordinator welcomed all present and called on the 
President of Sociables, Bob Buchman to say a few words.  
County Seat Café served the food at 6 p.m.  Immediately 
following dinner, “Three Amigos” dressed in Spanish garb 
and acting like strolling troubadours entertained us.  They 
were Rich Ritz, Bob Kakolewski, and Sy Spinner.  Our 
musical performers were Mandy and Jim Hoffman, who 
played the songs we like to listen and dance to.  The 
centerpieces were given away as door prizes for the 
individuals who found the winning ticket under their chair.  
Linda Berg won the 50/50 of $132.  All winter residents 
were wished a safe return to their other homes, with “Adios, 
and Hasta la Vista.” 
 
Summer Parties 
Ice Cream Social Appreciation Day June 9th.  The Party 
committee will host an Ice Cream Social for Four Lakes 
residents on Saturday, June 9th at 3 p.m. in the Great Room. 
All members of the community are invited at no cost.  This 
event is being held to show our appreciation to the members 
of the community who support the various functions of 
Sociables. Please come to Monday night Jackpot or Tuesday 
Coffee Talk to receive your free ticket or call Corrine at 294-
5163.  You must have a ticket to attend. 
 
A Red Solo Cup Party is being planned for August 15th.  
This is a fad party sweeping the country based on a song by 
Toby Keith; a great way to get together in the middle of the 
week and have a good time.  Look for details in the 
upcoming newsletters. 
 
Party Committee 
I am pleased to have been approved by the membership to 
serve as the Party Coordinator again for the year 2012-2013.   
Regular committee members who volunteered are Connie 
Dexter, Debbie Diascro, Bev Eppler, Nora Gregonis, 
Christine Kakolewski, June Murray, Karen Pollum, Jean 
Radcliffe, Lila Ritz, Barb Roberts, and Edie Williams. On 
call are  Bob Buchman, Joyce Dionne, Billie Lockett, Pat 
Moser, Sandy Riley, Kline Roberts, Bess Romar, Sharon 

 page 10                FOUR LAKES HOA NEWSLETTER, MAY 2012 

Sociables Business Meetings are held in the 
Great Room on the third Tuesday of every 

month at 1:30 p.m. 
Visitors are welcome. 

 
Officers 2012: 

President  Robert Buchman 293-5719 
Vice-president Bob Johnson  284-5171 
Secretary  Barb Roberts  268-4396 
Treasurer  Nora Gregonis  401-2913 

Tramontana, and George Waterman. 
 
As always, we appreciate your support, and hope to 
see ya' at the parties. 
 
The 4th of July and Labor Day Parties will be hosted 
by the Event Planners. 

Coffee Talk Schedule  
Every Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. 
  
May 1 Maureen Levis 
   Pets In A Flash 
 
May 8 Sherie Harmon 
   The Village at Vienna Square 
 
May 15 Bonnie & Capt. Wayne 
   Capt. Fred's Airboat Rides 
 
May 22 Heather McElwee 
  Polk City Transit Service Division 
 
May 29 Scott Bailey 
   Sisel Health Appeal 



Helping Hands 
From John Fisher 
 
Helping Hands and Elder Point 
Ministries would like to thank our 
residents who attended the Car-Fit 
program on April 10th. We inspected 20 cars and, 
after adjustments, all cars passed. Elder Point 
Ministries and the vendors were happy with the 
attendance and have requested to come back next 
winter. 
 
Beginning May 1st, we are canceling all support 
group meetings until fall. Lack of participation 
helped make this decision. 
 
Did You Know?:  That K-Mart on Cypress Gardens 
Boulevard, Winter Haven, will deliver your 
prescriptions free of charge provided that: 
1. You must be home between 12:00-5:00 p.m. for 
delivery 
2, Will be next day delivery 
3. You must have credit card on file with store  
There is no minimum amount 
 
Questions? Call John Fisher 

Sales Office 
From Camille Challis, Sales 
Manager 
 
“No Man is an Island, Entire of 
itself.”  The sale of every home in 
the community will have a direct affect on what your 
home is worth. 
 
When prospective buyers come into my office, I often 
hear from them that they have been given some “great 
advice” from friends they made at the pool or met on 
a walk through the community.  The advice?  “Make 
a ridiculously low offer!” or “Pay for the furniture 
separately at an enhanced value, and save the 6% 
sales tax!” 
 
To illustrate:  If a home is sold for $60,000 furnished, 
and the buyer wants to break it down by saying the 
home is only worth $45,000, and the furnishings are 
worth $15,000, he’ll save $950 on sales tax, but 
reduce the value of your home as well as his own new 
home by $15,000!  A poor investment of that $950 
“savings.”   The furnishings will have no value 
 Continued to next page - Sales Office 
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Park Ministries 
From  Chuck Blake 
 
Greetings in the wonderful name of our 
Lord!   This is always a wonderful time of 
the year at Four Lakes when the warm 
weather arrives and everything springs to 
new life.  However, it is also a sad time for 
those of us who live here all year as many of 
our friends are leaving us to go north.  We 
will miss you while you are gone.  Have a great summer 
and hurry back. 
 
May 13th is Mothers Day.  I pray that every mother will 
have a great day.  Men, don’t forget to honor your mothers 
and the mothers who you helped to rear your children.  You 
can show that you feel the family is important by honoring 
the foundation of many families. 
 
Park Ministries will continue to be busy with a full program 
through the month of May.  Therefore, the weekly Sunday 
night nondenominational Worship Service will continue to 
meet.  We are so blessed to have Rev. Paul McFarland who 
speaks under the power of the Holy Spirit to minister to us. 
I also want to thank those who faithfully provide the music 
for our services every week.  
 
We had our fifteenth annual Easter Sunrise Service on 
Easter morning.  It was a great time of worship and 
fellowship.  I want to thank Rev. McFarland, the Four 
Lakes Chorus, and all those who participated in ministering 
to us; your efforts are appreciated.  Also, thanks to the 
Sociables for providing the funds for the continental 
breakfast. 
 
This is now our 14th year here at Four Lakes.  For us this 
has been 13 great years, however, our community is aging.  
This year the HOA asked us to list those who had passed 
away since the last report.  This has made me more aware 
than ever that many of us are not far from our eternal 
reward.  Please make sure that you are prepared to face God 
and be welcomed into His Kingdom: 
  Harry Cicci passed away on April 6th. 
 
Reminders: 

1. The Sunday Worship services are held in the Great 
Room every Sunday at 5:00 p.m.   

2. Bible study meets in the Cinema House every 
Monday at 7:00 p.m. 

 
We hope to see you there. 
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Activities Director 
Trudy Spinner 

 
Many of our winter residents have gone north.  However, 
we are looking ahead to a busy but relaxed summer.  A 
special “thank you” goes to all of our volunteers who 
make Four Lakes a wonderful place to live. 
 
Moving on to May: 
Tuesday, May 15th, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Florida Blood Drive at the Clubhouse.  
Please donate! 
 
Thursday, May 17th, the bus trip to Hudson Show Place 
Theater, we are sorry to say, has been cancelled. 
 
Friday, May 19th, 7 p.m. - Birthdays and 
Anniversaries in the Great Room with Tony and Tricia.  
Enjoy dancing or listening to great music and free 
birthday cake.  Cash bar. 
 
Wednesday, May 23rd, Bus trip to Hard Rock Casino.  
Cost is $23 pp, includes R/T transportation, $25 free play 
and $5.00 food voucher with an additional $5.00 off with 
your players card at Fresh Harvest (restaurant).  Check 
your mail for specials from the casino.  Check in by 8:15 
a.m.; bus leaves at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Friday, June 15th, join us aboard 
the Starlight Majesty dining yacht 
for lunch and a show. 
 
August 7th & 8th, Overnight Three-casino Getaway. 
 
August 18th, Fun at the Lakeridge Winery. 
 
November 12th - 14th, by popular demand, a Key West 
trip  (only Key West). 
 
Don't forget to check out the cruises on the clipboards 
outside my office. As you probably know by now, trips 
are planned ahead, but do let me know if you have any 
special requests.  Leave your name and phone number for 
my return call.  
 
Note that the Activities Office will be closed from 
Tuesday, May 8th through Tuesday, May 15. 
 

As for today: 
“We didn't inherit the earth from our parents.  We are 

borrowing it from our children.”  

Sales Office (Continued from page 11) 
 
in any appraisal or future sale of that home. It is 
shortsighted to help someone “steal” a home in your 
own community.  You hurt yourself, your neighbors, 
and even the buyer by reducing the value of every 
home.  As a homeowner, keep in mind that you want 
the value of the community to remain as high as 
possible for several reasons: 
 (1) It ensures the quality of lifestyle and 
homeowners.   
 (2) If you ever decide to sell, (or if your close 
friends are selling or perhaps your children some day 
in the future) you want the homes around you to 
appraise for as much as possible. Why?  So that you 
can get the best return on your own investment.   
 
You will only be able to sell your home for the amount 
of the average sale (on a comparable home) in the 
community.  If your buyer finances, an appraisal will 
be done on your home by using all the sales within 
that year and you will want it to appraise for the best – 
not the cheapest – selling price.  If it does not, the sale 
can fall through, or the buyer may want you to lower 
the price of your home.  The lower the selling price of 
the homes sold in the previous year, the lower your 
home value will be. 
 
Remember, when you are giving advice to a 
prospective homeowner, you must decide: would you 
prefer to live in a neighborhood as described above, 
where the average home price is $45,000 or would you 
rather our home values were $65,000 to $85,000  - 
especially when you consider that the amount of the 
expenditure is virtually the same, give or take a few 
hundred dollars? 
 
Our home values are currently showing an increase 
from the downturn in the economy we have 
experienced these past few years.  Why would anyone 
encourage the devaluation of your home or your 
community?   
 
Please help me keep our home values as high as we 
can in this current market.  The asking prices already 
reflect wonderful bargains for prospective buyers.  We 
do them no favors by helping them diminish the value 
of the property they are purchasing. 


